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 Week 03: Genesis 36-50 

 Welcome to week three of the Bible reading coach podcast. My name is Karl Vaters, and 
 I'm here to help you read through the entire Bible in 52 weeks. As a reminder, the entire 52 
 week outline, including a daily option is available at KarlVaters.com/Bibleoutline. This week, we 
 are finishing reading the book, the first book of the Bible, Genesis. Three weeks in Genesis, it's 
 a big book, it's an important book, and I'm glad we get to spend a full three weeks in it. This 
 week, we'll be looking at Chapters 36 through 50. 

 So far, we've walked through so many foundational stories from creation, to the first 
 entry of sin into the world, to Noah's Ark, to the introduction of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. 
 And today, after a couple chapters, wrapping up the story of Jacob, we're going to be looking at 
 the law, the first really long form story of a single individual in Scripture. One of the sons of 
 Jacob named Joseph. Now, before we actually get into Joseph's story, let me remind you really 
 quickly, that in addition to picking up a Bible and reading it for yourself, you also have the option 
 of listening to the Bible, depending on what works for you, as some of you may go back and 
 forth week by week, that's perfectly fine. Let me let me give you a couple of places you can go 
 and actually listen to the Bible for free. Or you can simply go and buy an audio Bible, that's 
 actually the simplest way to do so if you want to spend a little bit of money on it. But you can do 
 so at Biblestudytools.com, you can find it there for free YouVersion app. They do it for free 
 biblical.com. and Faithcomesbyhearing.com. All of them have free audio Bible options, and we'll 
 put the links to all of that in the show notes for you. 

 Now, let's get to the reading for today. The reading for this week begins in chapters 35 
 and 36. And in those two chapters, we'll be wrapping up the story of Jacob and Esau. And it's 
 really interesting because this is I think, maybe the third serious sibling rivalry story that we've 
 seen in the Bible. We read it last week, right, with Jacob and Esau. And now we're going to get 
 into an even bigger sibling rivalry story. And of course, we can go back to the sibling rivalry story 
 of Isaac and Ishmael all the way back to Cain killing Abel is one of those amazing things where 
 when the Bible presents the stories of its major characters, because these are people who 
 actually existed and who actually lived real lives. The Bible doesn't shy away from the reality of 
 their lives both positive and negative. 

 So the story that we've had of this, of the sibling rivalry that we read last week, between 
 Jacob and his brother, Esau, they have already reconciled. As we begin reading this week, 
 we're going to see Jacob meeting with God at Bethel, again, we're going to see a little bit about 
 the descendants of Esau, who at, from this point on will be called Edom. Remember that name, 
 because later on in, in numbers 20. At about week eight, I believe that it is week eight, we're 
 going to see the Edomites come up again, the long time descendants of Esau and it's a pivotal 
 chapter in a number chapter 20 that we'll get to in week eight, where this old rivalry between 
 these two half brothers comes up again, and becomes a generations long struggle between the 
 Israelites in the Edomites. So pay attention to that, when we get to it. And just the first couple of 
 chapters this week. 

 After that, though, from chapters 37 through 50, we really narrow in on this one 
 character, Joseph, and particularly a story involving his brothers and his father, including at the 



 very beginning of it, especially his mom as well. So what we've seen already as Jacob and 
 Esau, they've had this rivalry, one have multiple sibling rivalries already, as we've said already. 
 And then we've had Abraham and Isaac, both of them who have a very limited number of 
 children. And then we've got Jacob, as we saw last week, he was deceived into having two 
 wives. Those two wives again, as we saw last week, had this baby making contests, right. 
 There's rivalry that produces a huge array of kids. And of course, if you've got two wives who 
 are having a baby making contest, and they produce over a dozen boys, not to mention how 
 many girls that is not a recipe for a peaceful household, and of course, they don't have a 
 peaceful household. 

 In addition to that, one of the youngest of them, Joseph becomes Dad's favorite. And 
 dad doesn't hide the fact. In fact, dad lets everybody know Joseph, my favorite, and he gives 
 him what we know now popularly is the coat of many colors. This is one of those moments that 
 people who don't even know the Bible very well might have heard at least the phrase, the coat 
 of many colors. About 50 years ago, there was a big broad a play called Joseph and the 
 Technicolor Dreamcoat. And occasionally they'll do a revival of that. And it's based on this story. 
 So what is the deal about a father giving his son a coat that happens to have a lot of colors in it? 
 Why is this such a big issue? So the story is going to come but I'm going to give you the 
 background of the stories, you'll understand what's happening, when you read it. 

 Back in this era, it was understood that the oldest son was simply going to take over the 
 family leadership when Dad died. And the way they did it was to it was by two different things. 
 First of all, imagine if you had 10 Kids, your inheritance to those kids would be divided up into 11 
 pieces, 10 kids 11 pieces, the oldest son would get two of those pieces, and all of the other sons 
 would get one of those pieces. This is what's called the double portion. Remember that phrase, 
 it will come up several times later in Scripture, the double portion, the double portion means, 
 again, let's go over it again. If there are 10 sons, the inheritance is divided into 11 pieces, the 
 oldest son gets two of those pieces, which means the oldest son has doubled the amount of 
 inheritance that his brothers have. And in addition to that, he will be given some symbol that he 
 was going to be the head of the family from that point on, sometimes it will be a rod and scepter. 
 Sometimes it will be a ring with a family Cygnet on it. In this case, it was a multicolored coat that 
 he would wear everywhere. And whenever he wore it that would designate on the head of the 
 family. 

 By giving the coat to Joseph before he dies, he signals Joseph, even though he is one of 
 the youngest in the family is going to be the head of the family when I die. His older brothers 
 hate him for this. They also hate him because he's had a couple dreams that he tells to them, in 
 which it appears that God is saying in advance that your brothers are going to bow down to you. 
 And if you've got a bunch of older brothers, and you tell them you're going to serve me one day, 
 that is not going to go well for you. So what are we watching for this week, as we take a look at 
 this amazing story? 

 The theme for this week could almost be no good deed goes unpunished. Especially for 
 Joseph. God gives Joseph dreams, and because of that, he ends up in slavery. He resists 
 temptation, and because of that, he ends up in jail. He interprets dreams as God gives him the 
 interpretation. And he's forgotten still for years in that jail. And then in one of the Bible's great 
 story climaxes, he goes from slavery to prison, ultimately, to unheard of leadership. His dreams 
 literally come true, as he saves his nation. And as he saves his family, maybe I should have said 



 SPOILER ALERT before that, but I don't think it's gonna ruin any of the story for you. Because 
 most of you have read it through already. And if you haven't, that outline won't ruin it for you, it 
 will prepare you for it. It is one of the most touching scenes in all of the Bible, when the 
 reconciliation happens. 

 So as you read through, here are a few things to pay attention to this week. First of all, 
 pay attention to how Joseph consistently does the right thing even when it's difficult. Secondly, 
 pay attention to how Joseph negative experiences and he has a lifetime of very negative 
 experiences, how they all add up to prepare him for the job that God finally has for him when he 
 comes into greatness. So that even our even our negative experiences. In fact, in most of our 
 lives, most of the time, our most negative experiences will be the ones that inform who we're 
 going to be and that become the fuel for whatever God's call has on our life. It's always the 
 negative experiences that end up speaking most strongly and end up being the greatest 
 blessing to others. Thirdly, take a look at how Joseph reacts when he has the chance for 
 vengeance, not just once, but twice with his brothers and how he reacts positively instead. And 
 above all, take a look at how God designs all of this all of Joseph life in a way that no one could 
 have thought of or asked for. 

 For several years now I've read and listen to leadership gurus talk about you need to 
 have a plan for your life, a five year plan a 10 year plan. And I look at a life like Joseph and I go 
 is there any way that anybody could have even conceived Joseph's life plan in advance? 
 There's no way you could have when you read it, you go, this is so improbable, you wouldn't tell 
 the story unless it was absolutely true. And I think that's the way it is for a lot of our lives. It 
 doesn't mean we shouldn't plan it doesn't mean we shouldn't anticipate it doesn't mean we 
 shouldn't strive for excellence. But it does mean that there are times things are going to happen. 
 And we can't despair because we're not in charge of it. God is and God sees the end from the 
 beginning. 

 So as we see Joseph's life as we walk with Him through the very, very difficult seasons, 
 we see how God uses those difficulties to prepare him for greatness. Simply because Joseph 
 already, he says the right thing, and he always responds with obedience. Joseph may be the 
 best picture in the Old Testament of Christ-like behavior. So look for that in him. But most of all, 
 look for God as the hero of Joseph's story. I know you're going to enjoy this as we read this 
 together this week. 

 If you'd like to support this ministry, and help put resources like this into the hands of the 
 people who need them the most. Go to KarlVaters.com/support. For an outline of the entire 
 Bible reading plan, go to KarlVaters.com/Bibleoutline. And if you'd like a transcript of this 
 episode, it's available at KarlVaters.com/transcripts. If you're a church leader, and you'd like to 
 get a transcript of each episode a week in advance, subscribe to our free newsletter at 
 KarlVaters.com/subscribe. All these links are in the show notes. This episode was produced by 
 Veronica Beaver. The theme music was written and performed by Jack Wilkins of 
 JackWilkinsmusic.com. The logo was created by Solomon Joy of Joyetic.com. And me, I'm Karl 
 Vaters and I'm your Bible Reading Coach. 


